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Module 2: Lesson 12: Theme - My Home    
The Main Theme: Search for Personal Identity   

Aim: Young people will understand the causes of family breakdown and recognise the dangers of leaving 
the parental home in an unplanned way. 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
• Better understanding of the factors that lead to family breakdown  
• Recognise the risk of leaving the parental home in an unplanned way 
• Gain new insights and skills for maintaining positive teenager-parent relationships 
• Make connection between decision-making, action and consequences    

Process: Using key clips from the film or messages embedded in the lyrics of the film soundtrack, 
learners will increase their knowledge and understanding of what to do if they are facing conflict at 
home with parents and the advantages and disadvantages of leaving the parental home at a young 
age to live independently. 
 

Curriculum Link: PSHE Key Stage 4, 4(d): Use case studies, simulations, scenarios and (film) drama to 
explore personal and social issues and have time to reflect on them in relation to their own lives and 
behaviours; 4 (e):  Take part in individual and group discussion to consider personal, social and moral 
dilemmas and choices and decisions relating to them. Citizenship Key Stage 4, 2.1 Encouraging critical 
thinking, personal enquiry and challenge. 
 

Resources needed:  Film clip number 14, music track ‘No place like home’, Flip chart, markers and pens  
 
Duration: 45-60 minutes. Tutors can split the materials over two or more lessons or cherry-pick 
activity that would be most suitable for their group. 
 
1st Activity:  
 

Play Film Clip Number 14 -  Kelly said: “I can't go home, she always lies to me; I can't go home." 
Evidence suggests that underlying most of the conflicts between teenagers and their parents is the 
teenager’s desire to make independent decisions.   Put students into small groups. Ask them to discuss 
and respond to the following questions feeding into full group discussions.  
 

Questions for discussion:  
• What is the root cause of the conflict between Kelly and her mum?  
• What was the major incident that caused Ryan to leave his parents’ home?  
• What do you think are the main causes for teenager-parents conflict? 
• Why are Leon and his stepfather Nigel always arguing? 
• What does the word ‘mediation’ mean to you? 
• How could mediation be used to help resolve the tensions between Leon and Nigel?  
• The Big Question? Why is not a good idea to leave the parental home on the spur of the moment?  
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2nd Activity:  
 
Play Soundtrack Number 10 - ‘No Place Like Home’ - Beverley Knight. Young people listen to the 
whole track and follow the lyrics by referring to the Film Soundtrack 10 Lyrics Sheet. Particular focus 
to be given to the lyrics in [Chorus 2] that states:  ‘Too far to fall and way to fast; Wishing you could 
re-program the past; Longing for time to be alone; anywhere but home... Split young people into 
groups to explore the main film characters’ reasons for leaving home. Did any of the film characters 
have a valid reason for leaving home?  Ask each group to imagine they are leaving home for the first 
time and respond to the following questions with feedback to the full group to compare ides. 

Questions for Extra Discussion:  
• What are the advantages of leaving home?  
• How old are you likely to be when you leave home?  
• What are the benefits of staying at home?  
• What are you likely to be doing when you leave home? 
• The Big Question: ‘Is it true that girls get pregnant to get housing?    
 
 ‘Engagement for Learning’ resources: 

 
• Encouraging Peer Conversations – several different approaches are identified that can help students 

talk about key ideas in a safe and productive way.  
• Delivering Short Presentations – a short guide on how to manage discussion and the delivery by 

students of 1 minute presentation. 
 
Summary Points to Make:  
 
Ryan, Kelly and Leon are like many thousands of teenagers, who leave the parental home each year 
without the skills and confidence they need to live on their own. Some have no choice but to leave 
because of the risk of violence or abuse, but in the majority of cases they are excluded from home by 
their parents or feel compelled to leave themselves on the spur of the moment, as a result of tensions, 
constant arguments, and escalating conflict with their parents. 

The decision when to leave home to live on your own is one of the most important decisions you will 
ever make. Such a decision is a big one and should be delayed until you are mature and responsible 
enough to cope on your own. In most instances moving out from the parental home is a normal part 
of a young person’s maturity. It is usually a result of the desire for your own space or moving out to 
start a family and set up your own home.  

The core message from The Prodigals film is that unless it is unsafe at home, leaving on the spur of the 
moment due to family arguments and conflicts is not always the best thing to do. Moving out in a 
planned and confident way is very important to your safety, security, health and wellbeing. It is 
important to plan carefully and obtain the essential life skills needed cope with the responsibilities 
that go with living independently.   
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